PULLING DOWN SATAN’S STRONGHOLDS





	“For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal but mighty in God for 


	pulling down strongholds, casting down arguments and every high thing


 	that exalts itself against the knowledge of God, bringing every thought


 	into captivity to the obedience of Christ” (2 Cor.10:3-5).	





	“For this purpose the Son of God was manifested, that He might


	destroy the works of the devil” (1 Jn.3:8).





The Word of God teaches that Satan can have “strongholds” or “works” in your life. These are also known as the “works of the flesh” (Gal.5:19-21), i.e. addictions or compulsions to do what you know is wrong, but which you have little power to control. This is the classic Romans 7 vicious circle of continued, practiced sin. Most people caught in this trap want to be free, but as yet have not found deliverance.





	“For what I am doing, I do not understand. For what I will to do, that


	I do not practice; but what I hate, that I do....I find then a law, that evil 


	is present with me, the one who wills to do good” (Rom.7:15,21).





Examples of such strongholds include unbelief, destructive criticism, backbiting, strife, gossip, laziness, anger, hatred, violence, greed, pride, prejudice, pharisaism or liberalism, gluttony, intemperance, selfishness, theft, fear, guilt, immorality, lust, homosexuality, lying, depression, suicide and other forms of destructive behaviour such as anorexia, bulimia and self-mutilation, psychic or occult powers, etc. There are many areas of human vulnerability, where the devil can gain control over your thoughts, emotions, body, and lifestyle (Mk.7:20-23; Gal.5:19-21; Rev.21:8). 





How can Satan gain these strongholds within us? 


(1) Satan can gain “ground” or a place (Eph.4:27) in your life if you give him the opportunity through persistent, cherished sin. Through cherished sin, you become part of Satan’s kingdom of darkness, and if you do not repent, you will ultimately belong to him, and be destroyed with him (Rev.20:12-15; 21:8).





	“But every sinful desire we cherish affords him a foothold. Every


	point in which we fail of meeting the divine standard is an open door


	by which he can enter to tempt and destroy us” (DA 125).


	“All who indulge sinful traits of character, or willfully cherish a known 


	sin, are inviting the temptations of Satan. They separate themselves from 


	God and from the watchcare of His angels; as the evil one presents his


 	deceptions, they are without defense and fall an easy prey. Those who thus


 	place themselves in his power little realize where their course will end. 


	Having achieved their overthrow, the tempter will employ them as his agents 


	to lure others to ruin” (GC 559).





(2) Satan attacks every human being in one way or another, tailoring his harassment to each individual’s peculiar weaknesses and areas of ignorance. He especially attacks those who are close to Christ, as they are such a threat to his kingdom.





	“All who seek to follow Jesus will be brought into conflict with this


	relentless foe. The more nearly the Christian imitates the divine


	Pattern, the more surely he will make himself a mark for the attacks


	of Satan” (MLT 309).	





He may attack you by appearing to you in some way. If you do not immediately “Resist him, steadfast in the faith” (1 Pet.5:9), but react with fear and ignorance of your authority in Christ over all the forces of darkness, you allow Satan to control you, and give him ground. Fear is of Satan.


	


	“For God has not given us a spirit of fear, but of power and of love


	and of a sound mind” (1 Tim.1:7).





A large part of Satan’s power comes through sheer bluff and fear tactics. Though Satan is a powerful and wicked enemy, he attempts to deceive us into thinking that he is far more powerful than he actually is. We are not to be afraid of him, for he is a defeated foe.





	“Henceforth Christ’s followers are to look upon Satan as a conquered


	foe. Upon the cross Jesus was to gain the victory for them; that 


	victory He desired them to accept as their own” (MH 94).				


If Satan can control you through fear, then he may be able to continue his control of your mind by placing other thoughts and emotions into it. He may plague you with thoughts of guilt, and then tell you that you are lost, and that God does not love you, and that He does not listen to your prayers. He may try to cause you to turn against God and His people. All these strongholds of Satan can be pulled down, and every wicked train of thought broken.














(3) Another way that Satan can gain his strongholds in your life is through any type of involvement with the New Age, the occult, or cultic group.





	“Many tamper with it to gratify their curiosity. They have no real


	faith in it and would be filled with horror at the thought of yielding


	themselves to the spirits’ control. But they venture upon the 


	forbidden ground, and the mighty destroyer exercises his power


	upon them against their will. Let them once be induced to submit


	their minds to his direction, and he holds them captive. It is


	impossible, in their own strength, to break away from the bewitching,


	alluring spell. Nothing but the power of God, granted in answer to the


	earnest prayer of faith, can deliver these ensnared souls” (GC 558).  	





Perhaps you are alone in your struggle, desperately wanting freedom from Satan’s strongholds or works in your life. Maybe you are desiring to help someone else who is controlled by the evil one, and wish to “stand in the gap” to intercede for that person (Ezek.22:30). No doubt you have already given this much thought and prayer. You need not put up with Satan’s control and vileness, for God has a way to set you or your friend for whom you are praying free. 





However, it is easy to get into the clutches of Satan, but not so easy to escape.





	“Those who depart from the right are in serious danger now. They


	separate themselves from God and from the watch-care of the angels


	of God, and Satan, ever upon the watch to destroy souls, begins to


	present to such his deceptions, and they are in the utmost peril. And


	if they see and try to resist the powers of darkness and to free 


	themselves from Satan’s snare, it is not an easy matter. They have 


	ventured on Satan’s ground, and he claims them. He will not


	hesitate to engage all his energies, and call to his aid all his evil


	host to wrest a single human being from the hand of Christ.





	Those who have tempted the devil to tempt them will have to make


	desperate efforts to free themselves from his power. When they begin


 	to work for themselves, then angels of God whom they have grieved


	will come to their rescue. Satan and his angels are unwilling to lose 


	their prey. They contend and battle with the holy angels, and the 


	conflict is severe. And if those who have erred continue to plead, 


	and in deep humility confess their wrongs, angels who excel in


 	strength will prevail and wrench them from the power of the evil


 	angels” (MYP 60).





Do not accept the idea that all it takes to be free is one quick command against the devil. Resisting the devil is not necessarily successful in one rebuke of the powers of darkness. Demons do not run like scared rabbits, but rather, they fight like mighty warriors, filled with hatred and rage, unwilling to give up their prey. There is no short-cut to freedom. Nevertheless, they can be defeated in the mighty power of God, who is “far above all principality and power and might and dominion, and every name that is named, not only in this age but also in that which is to come” (Eph.1:21).





THE PRINCIPLE OF DELEGATED AUTHORITY


You may have already prayed and agonised much over these strongholds, but perhaps you have not resisted Satan in such a way that you take by faith the authority that the Lord Jesus Christ has made available to every believer. Perhaps you have not understood all the implications involved in the admonition to:





	“Therefore submit to God. Resist the devil and he will flee from you.


	Draw near to God and He will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands,


 	you sinners; and purify your hearts, you double-minded” (Js.4:7,8).





Jesus has won the victory over all the forces of darkness. From His humble birth to His resurrection and exaltation to the right hand of the Father in heaven, He consistently defeated Satan. The climax of the Lord’s victory was at the cross. Every fallen angel was there, and every one of them were collectively defeated by Jesus.





	“Having disarmed principalities and powers, He made a public


	spectacle of them, triumphing over them in it” (Col.2:15).





	“All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth”


	(Matt.28:18).





From this position of victory, the Lord Jesus Christ has delegated that same authority to His disciples which He has over the forces of darkness. Firstly, He gave that authority to His twelve disciples:





	“Then He called His twelve disciples together and gave them power


	and authority over all demons, and to cure diseases” (Lk.9:1).





Later, Jesus gave the same authority over the forces of darkness to seventy disciples, who represent the Christian church as a whole.





	“Then the seventy returned with joy, saying, ‘Lord, even the demons


	are subject to us in Your name.’ And He said to them, ‘I saw Satan 


	fall like lightning from heaven. Behold, I give you the authority to


	trample upon serpents and scorpions, and over all the power of


	the enemy, and nothing shall by any means hurt you. Nevertheless 


	do not rejoice in this, that the spirits are subject to you, but rather 


	rejoice because your names are written in heaven’ ” (Lk.10:17-20).





It is not enough to know theoretically that Christians have this authority over the forces of darkness; it must be exercised if it is to be of practical use in real life. The key to using this authority is not in the amount of prayers, and not in ceremonial formulas or rituals. It is in using the Lord’s delegated authority with faith in God, claiming Christ’s victories, especially at the cross, spoken out aloud in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ. We are not merely to pray to God for specific requests, but also to rebuke the forces and power of Satan. We are to “attack Satan and take his strongholds” (3T 316).  





	“And they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb and by the word


	of their testimony, and they did not love their lives even unto death”


	(Rev.12:11).





Demons cannot read your thoughts (1SM 122), so you must address them out aloud and bind them, their power and their works.





	“And I will give you the keys to the kingdom of heaven, and whatever


	you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose 


	on earth will be loosed in heaven” (Matt.16:19).





GOD’S CALL TO ENTER THE WARFARE AGAINST SATAN





	“The Christian life is a life of warfare, of continued conflict. It is a 


	battle and a march” (KH 253).





	“So long as we are in this world of sin, we must engage in a constant


	spiritual warfare” (20MR 170).





	God calls upon every Christian to enter the warfare and fight under


	His leadership, depending for success on the grace and help from


	heaven” (9T 219,220).





	“It is not enough to merely profess to believe the truth. All the soldiers


	of the cross virtually obligate themselves to enter the crusade against


	the adversary of souls” (3T 254). 





HOW TO PULL DOWN SATAN’S STRONGHOLDS


If you wish to pull down Satan’s strongholds within yourself, you must be very honest and criticize yourself closely. Don’t allow even one unfavourable trait to remain uncorrected (COL 331). Ask God to help you become aware of these works of Satan in your life. It may be helpful to go through the “Confidential Personal Inventory” to help you remember each of your sins, weaknesses and occult involvements. (This is available if you contact me.) Thus you will have before you a list of these strongholds. Each of these must be specifically admitted, confessed, and repudiated in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ.





First thing in the morning, talk to God in prayer, coming in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ. Put on the whole armour of God by surrendering yourself wholly to God and humbling yourself before Him.





	“Consecrate yourself to God in the morning; make this your very first


	work. Let your prayer be, ‘Take me, O Lord, as wholly Thine. I lay


	all my plans at Thy feet. Use me today in Thy service. Abide with me,


	and may all my works be wrought in Thee’ ” (SC 70).





Ask Him to give you genuine repentance for all your sins. Thank Him for specific kindnesses to you (and your family, if applicable). Praise Him for Calvary, for His infinite love, His character and principles of righteousness. Praise Him for giving you life, protection, the degree of health which you have, and other things only you know about. It is crucial to cultivate a sense of gratitude. Sing sincere praises to God in song, for the “melody of praise is the atmosphere of heaven”, and you will draw God’s angels around you (Ed.161,166). Demons do not want to stay around to listen to that! Lift up God’s promises in His Word, literally, and claim them for your needs, since you are the purchase of the blood of Christ. Ask God for your specific needs and wants. Thank God in advance for His answer, believing that He will fulfil His promises at the time when He knows is best in your case. Ask God to convict you about sin, righteousness, and judgement (Jn.16:8), and to fill you with His Holy Spirit. Confess and repent of your specific sins, asking that these be covered by the blood of Christ and His righteousness.





	“If you pray in sincerity, surrendering yourself, soul, body, and spirit


	unto God, you put on the whole armour of God, and open the soul to


	the righteousness of Christ; and this alone, Christ’s imputed


	righteousness, makes you able to stand against the wiles of the


	devil” (SD 346).





After this type of prayer, having surrendered yourself wholly to God and claimed the righteousness of Christ, you are ready to resist and take charge of the forces of darkness that have been assigned to you. You must not be at all shy about this resistance, but must face him boldly in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ.





	“It is this resistance that Satan dreads. He knows better than we do 


	the limit of his power and how easily he can be overcome if we


	resist and face him. Through divine strength the weakest saint is


	more than a match for him and all his angels, and if brought to the


	test he would be able to prove his superior power” (5T 293).





Demons work together as an army, under the rulership of their supreme commander, Satan. When the demon commander in the demoniac of Gadara replied to Jesus’ request for his name, he answered by giving a Roman army term. “My name is Legion, for we are many” (Mk.5:9). This is significant, because you need to remember that, as in the army, you give orders as one having authority over them. Note too, that the commander gave his name in terms of his assignment from his master, Satan. Demons do sometimes have names like we do, but more often, the vast majority of lower ranking demons are named by Satan according to their assignments.





	“Satan assigns to each of his angels a part to act” (EW 90).





Ellen White named many of these demonic entities in terms of their assignments, such as the “demon of intemperance” (Te 76), the “demon of strife” (AH 106), and the “demon of jealousy” which entered king Saul (PP 650).





With this in mind, address the demon according to the stronghold that he has within you. Here is an example, using the stronghold of guilt:





	“Guilt, I resist you in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ. He overcame


 	all the forces of darkness at the cross, where He purchased with His 


	own blood my freedom from guilt. ‘The blood of Jesus Christ His Son


	cleanses us from all sin....we have an Advocate with the Father,


 	Jesus Christ the righteous. And He Himself is the propitiation for our


	sins, and not for ours only but also for the whole world’(1 Jn.1:7; 2:1,2).


	God has made me ‘accepted in the Beloved’ (Eph.1:6), free from the


 	guilt of my sins, for He has washed them away in the blood of the Lamb.


	I claim the victory of my Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ, at the cross


 	over all guilt. I choose today to accept the forgiveness of the Lord, 


	and 	complete freedom from guilt. Be gone Guilt! Get out of my 


	thoughts and my life, for I want every thought of mine to be captive to 


	the will and the truth of God. My Deliverer from sin, Jesus Christ, took 


	all my guilt. ‘Surely He has borne our griefs and carried our sorrows; yet 


	we esteemed Him stricken, smitten by God and afflicted. But He was 


	wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities; the


	chastisement for our peace was upon Him, and by His stripes we are


	healed. All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned, every one,


	to his own way; and the Lord has laid on Him the iniquity of us all’


	(Isa.53:4-6). I bind you, Guilt, in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, 


	and forbid you to place any thoughts or feelings of guilt upon me.


	Father in heaven, I want the forgiveness, peace, and acceptance I have 


	in Christ to drive all guilt out, in the name of Jesus Christ my Lord…..


 	Amen.”


When you are praying for others, substitute their name and their particular demonic strongholds into this type of prayer. Do this on a daily basis, asking the Lord to convict them about these strongholds, to change their evil desires, and to set them free. You are doing a valuable work that God calls all Christians to do. Be patient as you claim God’s promises on their behalf, and claim them for Christ. Satan will not relinquish them without a fight. Call upon the Lord to place the whole armour of God upon them daily, and to protect them from Satan’s wiles and attacks. 





If this type of consistently practiced daily resistance to Satan still does not break Satan’s control over you or the one you’re praying for, consider the possibility that   the demons have entered you or this person, and that the only real solution is directly casting them out. If this is what is needed in your life or that of your friend, get from me the studies entitled, “Preparation for Deliverance”, “Curses – How to Destroy Them”, and “Deliverance Methodology of Dr Rebecca Brown”. It is possible, except in extreme cases, for the person afflicted with indwelling demons to order them out themselves, without anyone else’s assistance, except the holy angels and the Lord. Go through these studies, do what is stated, and you will likely be set free. After all, it is God and His holy angels who drive the forces of darkness out and away, not any human being. Only in extreme cases, the help of one or more strong Christians is needed for deliverance. If the demons have not possessed you, in most cases, success will come through resisting the afflicting demons this way.





If the idea of speaking directly to demons in rebuke and repudiation of their works seems difficult to accept at first, let me assure you that it is a principle of victory that is repeated over and over again in the writings of God’s servant, Ellen White. If you would like more information on this, ask for my study entitled, “What to Tell Satan”, which is a collection of many statements from Ellen White’s writings about how to rebuke Satan out aloud when he places certain thoughts into your mind. Here is an example:








	“Satan will come to you saying, You are a sinner. But do not let him


	fill your mind with the thought that because you are sinful, God has


	cast you off. Say to him, Yes, I am a sinner, and for that reason I need 


	a Saviour. I need forgiveness and pardon, and Christ says that if I come


	to Him I shall not perish. In His letter to me I read, ‘If we confess our


	sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from


	all unrighteousness’ (1 Jn.1:9). I will believe the word He has left for me.


	I will obey His commands. When Satan tells you that you are lost, 


	answer, Yes, but Jesus came to seek and to save that which was lost.


	The greater my sin, the greater my need of a Saviour” (Lt.986, 1896).





Ellen White teaches us here that the way to effectively resist Satan is not to ignore him, but rather to rebuke him out aloud. You counter Satan’s lies that are placed into your mind with the truth, quoting out aloud directly from the Word of God. You lift up Jesus before Satan, as your sin-pardoning Saviour, Redeemer, and Lord.





When you learn the gentle art of spiritual warfare, beginning first thing in the morning by praying to God, and then rebuking the forces of darkness, you will discover that you will experience a remarkable change in your thinking and behaviour. The demons will no longer be able to control you at their whim. Your will shall be your own again, and you shall be able to live according to the principles of the kingdom of God. 





The only thing that can spoil your victory then is if you do not resist Satan when he makes his frequent counter-attacks. Be mindful that he does this every day, at every moment of potential weakness. 





	“If our eyes could be opened to discern the fallen angels at work with 


	those who feel at ease and consider themselves safe, we would not feel 


	so secure. Evil angels are upon our track every moment” (1T 302).	





If he places wrong thoughts into your mind, and you do not recognize them for what they are, but choose to dwell upon them, and to act upon them, he can regain ground and control over you. If you cherish any known sin, your mind will instantly become a battle-ground between the holy angels and the forces of darkness fighting for your soul (KH248). Don’t despair if this happens, but instead, confess and repent of your weakness and sin to God, and surrender yourself again to the Lord. He still loves you, and He understands the difficulties that we face in our warfare against sin, self, the world, and the devil. If you feel condemnation rather than a conviction of your sins, be assured that this is Satan, and not the Lord. God is compassionate and forgiving, and He seeks to heal and restore you again to Himself. 


	“The Lord is...longsuffering toward us, not willing that any should


	perish but that all should come to repentance” (2 Pet.3:9).





Why does this type of prayer and rebuking of Satan work? It is because you have submitted yourself to God, and resisted the devil, according to God’s Word. You have prayed first thing in the morning, ahead of the crisis or attack of the enemy, and they were bound (by the holy angels). You used your blood-bought authority over the forces of darkness assigned to you. Christians today need to learn that they need not only to submit themselves to God in prayer, but also to resist and rebuke the devil out aloud. Though it is rarely instantaneous, especially at first, he will certainly flee (Js.4:7).





What will happen if you neglect to resist the devil? Satan and his fallen angels are totally corrupt and evil. There can be no redemption or repentance for them, as they have committed the unpardonable sin, and they have rejected the love and mercy of God (EW 146; SR 25,26). If any demons claim to repent, be certain that it is a lie and a trick of the enemy to again deceive and ensnare you. If you fail to resist their temptations and harassment, and passively allow them to dump their load of mental garbage into your mind, then soon your whole life will stink. You will spit out all their venom onto yourself and others, and be used as their tool and slave. They get a perverted and sadistic pleasure in your corruption and destruction, and they will use you to corrupt and destroy others.





THE PLACE OF SELF-SURRENDER IN SPIRITUAL WARFARE 


You have learned that Satan is a defeated foe, not to be feared. If you face and resist him in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, it is relatively easy to overcome him (5T 293). You will soon realize that Satan is not your worst enemy. Who do you think is a worse enemy than Satan, who is worth fearing?





	“Self is the enemy we most need to fear....No other victory we can 


	gain will be so precious as the victory gained over self” (GW 475).





	“We have no enemy without that we need to fear. Our great conflict


	is with unconsecrated self” (CS 21).





This is why the Bible admonishes us to “die” to self and to sin (Rom.6:6,7,11,12; Col.3:2,3,8-10). This is a very difficult daily task.





	“The warfare against self is the greatest battle that was ever fought. 


	The yielding of self, surrendering all to the will of God, requires a struggle; 


	but the soul must submit to God before it can be renewed in holiness”


	(SC 43).





Why is it necessary to die to self? It is necessary because God wants to do much more than to merely forgive you and leave you in your sins. Some people try to excuse their sins with the cliche, “I am only human!” That’s exactly the problem! If you remain only human, then you can never enter heaven, where all is purity, holiness, and spotless righteousness, and the Holy Spirit fills everyone. God wants to transform your very nature. Christ came to make us “partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust” (2 Pet.1:4). He came to set us free from the power and control of sin and Satan, so that we shall be safe to take to heaven. How is it possible for us to change this much?





	“The whole heart must be yielded to God, or the change can never be


	wrought in us by which we are to be restored to His likeness. By nature


 	we are alienated from God. The Holy Spirit describes our condition in


	such words as these: ‘Dead in trespasses and sins;’ ‘the whole head is


 	sick, and the whole heart faint;’ ‘no soundness in it.’ We are held fast


	in the snare of Satan; ‘taken captive by him at his will.’ God desires to


 	heal us, to set us free. But since this requires an entire transformation, a


 	renewing of our whole nature, we must yield ourselves wholly to Him”


	(SC 43).





There is an uncanny paradox in overcoming self. In one sense it is easy, but in another sense it is extremely difficult! The easy part is that it requires correct knowledge in harmony with the revealed will of God. This is easy for many of us, since we have the vast resources of guidance in the Bible and the counsels from God through Ellen White, by which we may know the will of God. Of course, the hard part is when the sinful nature inside you wants to constantly oppose the known will of God, and do the very opposite of what you know in your head you must do. 





Your sinful nature is the enemy within, which continually seeks to thwart the will of God in your life, and to betray you into sin and to Satan. The demons frequently seek to implant their wicked thoughts into your mind, and self within is in harmony with Satan and his works. Thus, you must often make the excruciatingly difficult decision to crucify the desires of your old sinful nature, and submit your will to the will of God. This is the straight and narrow path of denying self which Christ spoke about (Matt.7:13,14;16:24,25). This is the most difficult duty of the Christian life, and none who wish to belong to Christ are spared from this daily battle.





We cannot be saved by our obedience or sanctification, but neither can we be saved without these. We are saved alone by the blood of Christ, and His merits and righteousness, but the way we live shows whom we serve, and whether we are the children of God or the children of the devil (1 Jn.3:5-10).





	“Likewise you also, reckon yourselves to be dead indeed to sin.


	but alive to God in Christ Jesus our Lord. Therefore do not let sin 


	reign in your mortal body, that you should obey it in its lusts....


	For sin shall not have dominion over you” (Rom.6:11-14).





To reckon yourself to be dead indeed to sin means that you have concluded that it is so, not necessarily because you can see or feel it to be so, but because it is so, if you choose to believe and live by the Word of the Lord. You will feel the old sinful nature rising up often every day, seeking to regain control of your life, but you can choose to be a Christian. You can choose to obey and serve the Lord. You can choose to resist the devil’s temptations and attacks, and force him to leave. It all has so very much to do with your own will.





	“What you need to understand is the true force of the will. This is the


	governing power in the nature of man, the power of decision, or of choice.


 	Everything depends on the right action of the will. The power of choice 


	God has given to men; it is theirs to exercise....Through the right exercise


 	of the will, an entire change may be made in your life” (SC 47,48).





CONCLUSION


Christians often live defeated, hypocritical lives, simply giving in and accepting their sins, character flaws, and demonic strongholds. Many live in guilt, denial, or make excuses for their cherished sins. In this state of mind, there can be no real inner peace, and anguish and suffering is the result. Such people can become Satan’s best tools in the church to discourage God’s people. Outside the church, Satan uses them to mock Christianity and the name of Christ. Some non-Christians think that they can justify their godless lifestyle by pointing to such defeated Christians, and saying that Christians do the same things they do. Thus, God’s name is dishonoured by His professed followers.





This study points to the way out of the Romans 7 vicious circle of continual defeat and the practice of cherished sin. Through Christ, you can overcome sin, self, the world, and the devil. You can pull down Satan’s strongholds in your life. 





It requires complete surrender to God. Also, you must resist Satan out aloud, and cancel the ground you have relinquished to him in your life. Return this ground to the Lord, who gave His life that you may live eternally, and be free of the dominion of sin. You must fight the good fight of faith with all your will power. You must turn against self, your old sinful nature, and treat it as the enemy which it is. You must not allow even one sinful trait of character to continue on in your life, but instead, crucify it.





The Christian life is not a grand carnival in which self reigns. It is a life characterised by a death to self, and a living for Christ. It is a total transformation of your mind and way of living. Christ’s character is formed within as His Word transforms your whole thinking. It is recognising the deceptions and wiles of the forces of darkness, and doing battle with them daily in the name of Christ.





Soon this old world shall come to its end. Soon the King of kings and Lord of lords will cease His mediatorial role in heaven, and there will be no more opportunity for change (Rev.22:11). Christ will return “in flaming fire taking vengeance on those who do not know God, and on those who do not obey the gospel” (2 Thess.1:7,8). When that day comes, there shall be only two types of people. There will be a minority who know and love the Lord more than life itself. These “elect” of God shall not be deceived, and they will be filled with the Holy Spirit. Christ will have perfectly reproduced His image in them. They will have learned to consistently overcome sin, self, the world, and the devil. God can and will place His confidence and trust in them, because every last trace of “dross” will have been purged out of their characters during the great testing time of the time of trouble. Here is God’s description of them: 





	“Here is the patience of the saints; here are those who keep the 


	commandments of God and the faith of Jesus” (Rev.14:12).





The majority group are those who will belong to Satan then, whether through deception or the slavery of cherished sin (Matt.24:11,24; 1 Jn.3:8,10). Heartbreakingly so, many in this group will be professed Christians to whom Christ’s rejection will be an unexpected shock (Matt.7:21-23). All in this group of pathetically deceived souls will be filled with the spirits of demons, while they thought that they had a new and more exalted system of religion, and thought that they had done the will of God. They will be as deceived and controlled by Satan as those who crucified Christ in the name of God. God says of Satan’s control of them:





	“So when the irrevocable decision of the sanctuary has been pronounced


	and the destiny of the world has been forever fixed, the inhabitants of the


	earth will know it not. The forms of religion will be continued by a people 


	from whom the spirit of God has been finally withdrawn; and the satanic 


	zeal with which the prince of evil will inspire them for the accomplishment 


	of his malignant designs will bear the semblance of zeal for God”(GC 615).


	


	“For they are the spirits of demons, performing signs, which go out


	to the kings of the earth and of the whole world, to gather them to 


	the battle of that great day of God Almighty” (Rev.16:14).





You are steadily becoming part of one group or the other by your daily choices and lifestyle. I ask you earnestly and as convincingly as I know how, if you haven’t already, give your life totally to the Lord Jesus Christ now. There is no future in the ways of the kingdom of darkness. Take God’s Word in the Bible and the writings of His servant, Ellen White, and study them, and bring your life into conformity with the will of God. Don’t settle for anything less than God’s blessing, and victory over every sin and character flaw. Purify yourself of all that is opposed to loyalty to God. You can and must have this if you are to be Christ’s for all eternity. Put Christ first in your life. Study Satan’s devices and God’s methods of victory. There is much more to learn than I have shared in this study.  You must know how to overcome Satan and his attacks. Put on the whole armour of God, and learn how to abide in Christ. Learn how to resist temptation, and how to attack Satan and take his strongholds. I have many other studies that teach these necessary skills of the Christian life.





If you are interested in my other studies, contact me and ask for the “Summary of Studies Available”. May the good Lord bless you. I pray that the Lord’s future words to you shall be: “Come, you blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world” (Matt.25:34).





Written by Stephen Koncz, 6A Avondale Rd, Cooranbong, 2265, Ph: (049) 77 2598


Email: stephenkoncz@iprimus.com.au
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