Destroying the Power of Curses

The information in this study comes mostly from a book I would recommend that you buy, entitled “Unbroken Curses – Hidden Source of Trouble in the Christian’s Life”, by Rebecca Brown, M.D. and her husband, Daniel Yoder, ISBN: 0-88368-372-5, printed by Whitaker House, in USA. Whilst I do not agree with the authors on several doctrinal points, I believe that the majority of their spiritual understanding about the subject of spiritual warfare and deliverance, including the breaking of curses, is Biblically sound and a very valuable resource material for every Christian.

Curses as an Unidentified Source of Trouble

Some people are plagued with a devastating cycle of constant trouble, illness, poverty, suicidal thoughts, unbelief, alcoholism, divorce, incest, mental illness, accidents, unexplained deaths in the family, the inability to make a lasting commitment to the Lord, and to serve Him faithfully, an inability to study the Bible and to pray, “psychic” gifts that remain, even if unused, etc, etc…

Of course such discouraging situations can come for many reasons, and the real causes need to be found out and dealt with in order to have lasting change for the better. However, one frequently overlooked cause can be curses on a person’s life and family that have never been broken. Curses can affect not only individuals and families, but also churches, property, buildings, belongings, objects, jewellery, music, games, movies, books, pictures, idols, etc. 

The servants of Christ have the power to break all such curses in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ. The “weapons of our warfare” (2 Cor.10:5) from the Lord are indeed mighty to pull down such satanic strongholds, but God’s weapons need to be understood and used deliberately and effectively against such curses to break their power. 

What Is A Curse?

A curse is a prayer or invocation to or by a divine or supernatural power in order to teach a lesson (for the person’s good), or, as in most cases, to cause harm, evil, misfortune, affliction and destruction upon someone. 

How Can God’s People Be Afflicted By Curses?

Even Christians can be cursed. There can be many reasons for this, some of which we will study here. Unfortunately, there is a stream of thought among certain Christian circles that Christians need not bother in the least about curses, demonic attacks, demonisation and demon possession, etc. They assume that God’s people cannot possibly be affected or harmed by the powers of darkness. This is a great error, warned about in many places throughout God’s Word, the Bible. 

Christians are specifically commanded to “resist the devil, and he will flee from you”(Js.4:7), and to “resist him, steadfast in the faith” (1 Pet.5:9). We are told that the Christian life is a battle and a march, of daily conflict with the powers of darkness. God has given His people specific commands for aggressive warfare against the forces of darkness, as well as His promises for protection. This protection from the Lord is conditional, however; it can be thwarted, as we shall see.

“Put on the whole armour of God, that you may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this age, against spiritual hosts of wickedness” (Eph.6:11,12). 

We cannot complacently assume that Satan and his demons will leave us alone. Our “adversary, the devil, walks about like a roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour” (1 Pet.5:8). Sadly, due largely to ignorance, presumption, arrogance, or deliberate sin and grieving of the Holy Spirit, all too many Christians become the enemy’s prey.

The Bible, particularly in the Old Testament, has a wealth of information about curses. If you wish to study the subject of curses from a Biblical perspective thoroughly, this can be done by looking up the words, “curse”, “curses”, and “cursed” either in a Bible Concordance or a computer program with this function, studying carefully the several hundred references given.  This study of God’s Word about this subject is merely a brief overview, but it will be helpful for those who are suffering under a curse.

Three Basic Types of Curses

1. Curses that come from God

2. Curses from Satan and his servants – when they have a legal right to curse 

3. Curses from Satan and his servants – when they don’t have a legal right to curse

Let’s look at each of these in more detail, and then how to break such curses.

Curses from God

To many people it is a great surprise that God would be a source of curses, and yet the Bible teaches this plainly. In the first book of the Bible, Genesis, we learn that God’s first curse was upon the serpent, the medium which Satan used to deceive Adam and Eve (Gen.3:14). 

The next curse was the result of Adam and Eve’s sin of rebellion in heeding the voice of the devil. “Cursed is the ground for your sake; in toil you shall eat of it all the days of your life. Both thorns and thistles it shall bring forth for you…”(Gen.3:17). Note that the curse on the earth was for their sakes, or for their long term good. If you think deeply about the opposites in nature, there is a wealth of knowledge in symbolic form about the great controversy between Christ and Satan, of God’s infinite love and grace, and Satan’s cruelty and hatred.

Another example of a curse from God came after Cain killed his brother, Abel. God cursed Cain from the earth, to become a fugitive and a vagabond. This was clearly a direct punishment from God, understood as such even by Cain (Gen.4:13,14). There is also a curse from God against Ham, the younger son of Noah, for defiling his father (Gen.9:21-25).

Next, there is a promised blessing to Abram, the father of the Hebrew race, and a curse from God upon anyone who curses them (Gen.12:1-3). You will find God’s blessings for obedience to His commandments and counsels (Deut.28:1-14) and His curses for disobedience (Deut.28:15-68). There is a short story in the life of God’s prophet Elisha, in which a gang of teenagers mocked him and the things of God. Elisha cursed them in the name of the Lord, and soon after two bears tore forty-two of the teenagers to pieces (2 Kings 2:23,24).

Sometimes a curse from God results in injury and destruction through catastrophic weather, disease, lack of fertility, and economic collapse (e.g. Egypt). Occasionally, God has given Satan the legal right to send demons to test and injure people, and even to destroy them (e.g. Job 1:6-22; 2:1-10). At times, God has given Satan’s servants permission to conquer and to destroy, such as allowing invading armies of foreign nations to wreak havoc among God’s people due to their rebellion (e.g. study the history of Israel).

Curses from Satan & His Servants (Legal)

In Joshua 7 can be found a detailed example of how Satan can gain a legal right to curse, and thus to assault, God’s people (even when God is directly amongst them). Remember, God’s promises for His blessings and protection are conditional upon their obedience to Him and their resistance to Satan and his devices. After conquering the fortified city of Jericho through God’s miraculous intervention, God commanded them not to take any booty from the cursed city.

“But the children of Israel committed a trespass in the accursed thing: for Achan, the son of Carmi, the son of Zabdi, the son of Zerah, of the tribe of Judah, took of the accursed thing: and the anger of the LORD was kindled against the children of Israel”(Josh.7:1). 

Only God and the forces of darkness knew about the abominable sin that Achan had committed. Without them knowing it, they were all affected by Achan’s sin, no longer having the protection of God upon their armies. As a direct result of Achan’s sin, in the next battle against the small town of Ai, 36 dedicated soldiers of the Lord’s army were slaughtered by the men of Ai, who caused the army of 3,000 to flee. Joshua and the others were absolutely stunned and dumbfounded. God had promised them victory, yet the army of the Lord was decisively defeated. They didn’t blame themselves, but instead God! Human nature hasn’t changed, has it? God spoke directly to Joshua, explaining the reason for their defeat.

“And the LORD said unto Joshua, ‘Get thee up; wherefore liest thou thus upon thy face? Israel hath sinned, and they have also transgressed my covenant which I commanded them: for they have even taken of the accursed thing, and have also stolen, and dissembled also, and they have put [it] even among their own stuff.  Therefore the children of Israel could not stand before their enemies, [but] turned [their] backs before their enemies, because they were accursed: neither will I be with you any more, except ye destroy the accursed from among you. Up, sanctify the people, and say, Sanctify yourselves against tomorrow: for thus saith the LORD God of Israel, [There is] an accursed thing in the midst of thee, O Israel: thou canst not stand before thine enemies, until ye take away the accursed thing from among you’” (Josh.7:10-13).

There was serious sin amongst God’s people. One of them had a cursed object in his possession, which gave Satan and his servants the legal right to attack and to defeat the children of Israel. God’s protection was withdrawn; He did not interfere to protect His people in the battle because of Satan’s legal right to assault God’s people. Can you see why it is so crucial to know and to obey God’s instructions in His Word?

Ways That Satan Can Gain a Legal Right to Assault God’s People

There are quite a number of sources of curses from Satan and his servants whereby they gain a legal right to assault God’s people. 

(1) Inheritance

One major way is through inheritance. Curses can be passed down from generation to generation upon descendants. The sins of ancestors, such as hatred, fighting and feuding, murder, incest, witchcraft and any involvement in the occult/New Age practices, paganism, etc. can result in future generations being cursed. Dedications by ancestors involved in Freemasonry, the Shriners, the Mormon church, American Indians, African tribes, Eastern religions, the Aboriginal people, etc. result in demons being assigned the task of ensuring that future generations remain in Satan’s service all their lives.

“I the LORD thy God [am] a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children unto the third and fourth generation of them that hate Me; and showing mercy unto thousands of them that love Me, and keep My commandments”(Ex.20:5,6; see also Deut.30:19).  

If your family line is characterised by particular unexplained problems, such as incest, divorce, poverty, alcoholism, uncontrolled anger, unbelief, accidents, physical and mental illness, etc., consider the possibility that a curse has been placed on your family line. Inherited curses can affect individuals, families, churches, cities, states, geographical regions, and even nations. Through rituals performed by ancestors, the family line can be dedicated to Satan.

How to Break Inherited Curses

The Lord Jesus Christ died to pay the price for the sins of the whole human race. However, their sins and the resultant curses will affect your life unless you take the necessary steps to deal with them according to God’s Word.

There are 5 steps to breaking ancestral curses and dedications to Satan. Do this out aloud, in the hearing of the powers of darkness, for they cannot hear your thoughts as God can:

1. Confession – a clear admission that these were sins before our holy God. Firstly, confess all your own sins to God (not to a human priest or person) – see 1 Jn.1:9. The sins of your forefathers also need to be confessed (see Lev.26: 40-42; Neh.9:1-3; Dan.9:16,17; Ezra 9). Confess the sins of your forefathers that you know about, asking the Lord to forgive you and completely separate you and your family line from the sins of your ancestors. Also ask the Lord to forgive the sins of your forefathers that you do not know about, through the precious blood of Jesus Christ the Lord.

2. Formerly Renounce Satanic Dedications upon your life to the service of Satan or any of his demons. Proclaim that you are now a blood bought child of God in the service of the Lord Jesus Christ, due to His sacrifice upon the cross for your sins. (If you have not deliberately surrendered your life to Christ, I strongly urge you to do so, or you cannot be set free).
3. Command All Demons to Leave You at once in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, who are there as a result of any dedications and curses and the sins of your ancestors. 
4. Take Authority Over the Curse of Destruction – when dedications and rituals to Satan are performed by ancestors, with these come a resultant curse of destruction upon anyone in the ancestral line daring to break them. From the demonic perspective, if they can’t keep you to the ancestral dedication, they will attempt to destroy you. Take authority (Lk.10:17-20) over the curse of destruction, commanding it to be broken immediately in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth.
5. Command All Demons to Leave You – command all demons associated with that curse of destruction and all other demons associated with dedications and curses through your ancestral line to leave you immediately in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth.
As you proceed through these steps, it is best to have one or more strong Christians as prayer partners with you at the time. Make sure that you know their status as Christians, as it can happen that Satan’s servants, posing as Christians, can thwart your efforts by their presence, bringing more demons against you. Have one of them anoint you on the forehead with special anointing oil, which is usually olive oil that has been prayed over to dedicate it for healing and breaking Satan’s power (Js.5:13-16; Isa.10:27). If there is any type of mark which shows you have been dedicated to Satan or one of his organisations, such as a demonic tattoo, an insert, etc. anoint this area with the anointing oil too. If there are any written dedications to Satan or any of his organisations, or associated carved images or idols in your possession, these need to be burned to destroy the dedication and resultant curses (Acts 19:19; Deut.7:5,25,26).

The main reason it is best to have one or more dedicated Christians with you at the time of breaking such curses is that you may suddenly experience one or more of the following symptoms: mental confusion, a blank mind, a choking sensation, an inability to breathe, a feeling that your tongue is twisted, too large to move, or that you cannot speak, etc. This is the demons struggling frantically to stop you from breaking the dedications and curses. It can be an intense struggle between your will, to side fully with God, and to break the power of satanic dedications and curses, and the will of the demons. They fight so hard because they have a lot to lose if they fail in keeping you under their control. They are punished severely for failure. Fear and force control those in the kingdom of darkness. 

When strong Christians who understand spiritual warfare are with you, they can assist you to bind and rebuke the powers of darkness trying to thwart you. Through their example, you will also thus learn how to resist them successfully for yourself, which will be absolutely necessary to keep them away in the future. Your prayer partners can help you to repeat the words you need to say for yourself, until you can say these statements freely and without demonic hindrance. You may have to pray frequently, concentrate hard, and set your will firmly against the powers of darkness. You may be quite surprised at the strength demons have over you when you try to break their power over you through ancestral curses and dedications.

The Curse Upon the Hebrew Nation

There is a clear Biblical example of an entire race bringing a curse upon themselves and their descendants. It is found at Matt.27:24,25. After Pilate washed his hands of the responsibility for the murder of the Son of God, the Hebrew leaders and the people stated, “His blood be on us and on our children.”

The tragic history of the Hebrew people since the cross is filled with untold suffering, persecution, hatred and warfare. Anyone of Jewish descent who wishes to accept the Lord Jesus Christ as his/her Saviour needs to repent for the sins of his/her forefathers for their terrible guilt in crucifying and killing the Messiah. He/she needs to humbly pray that God will remove this generational curse from him/herself and future generations in his/her ancestral line. This curse is like a double-edged sword, in that it affects not only the Jewish race, but anyone who brings persecution and suffering upon them (remember Gen.12:3).

When such generational curses are repented of in the above way, and associated demons commanded to leave in the name of the Lord Jesus, the gracious God who is our Creator and Saviour will have mercy on you and honour your prayers, removing the curse from you completely, and bringing in its place revival, blessing and prosperity into your life.

(2) Touching or Owning Unclean/Cursed Objects

Not surprisingly, curses can come through touching, owning, or having an unclean/cursed object in your possession. God has taught us in His Word to separate ourselves from the things of Satan.

“Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean [thing]; and I will receive you, and will be a Father unto you, and ye shall be my sons and daughters, saith the Lord Almighty”(2 Cor. 6: 17,18). 

“And they shall teach my people [the difference] between the holy and profane, and cause them to discern between the unclean and the clean”(Ezek.44:23).

“The curse of the LORD [is] in the house of the wicked: but he blesseth the habitation of the just”(Prov.3:33).  

A common transgression of the Lord’s clear commands that many Christians make is to bring cursed objects into their homes, whether as souvenirs of exotic places they have been to, or as decorations bought from a shop. Perhaps as much as half of all the souvenirs in shops around the world are cursed objects, pertaining to the local culture, which often involves demon worship. Examples of such cursed objects include carved images of African/Polynesian demon gods, statues of Buddha, Egyptian pharaoh’s heads, and other Egyptian religious symbols, cultural jewellery, which often has images on it representing the local gods, or is made by a witchdoctor or his associates, or jewellery with occultic symbols, Indian dream catchers, many carved figurines, Greek gods/goddesses, etc. Some modern children’s’ “toys” are actually representations of demons, and certain “games”, such as Dungeons and Dragons, the ouija board, etc., and certain types of music, cause those using them to open doorways to demonic contact and control. The Bible describes all such objects as “unclean”, “accursed’, and “abominations”. It clearly exhorts us about what to do with such cursed objects:

“The graven images of their gods shall ye burn with fire: thou shalt not desire the silver or gold [that is] on them, nor take [it] unto thee, lest thou be snared therein: for it [is] an abomination to the LORD thy God.  Neither shalt thou bring an abomination into thine house, lest thou be a cursed thing like it: [but] thou shalt utterly detest it, and thou shalt utterly abhor it; for it [is] a cursed thing”(Deut.7:25,26).

Go around your home, asking the Holy Spirit to impress you what, if anything,  belongs to Satan and his kingdom. Never accept a bracelet or other cultural jewellery from a witchdoctor or shaman or New Age practitioner. Do not buy paintings of geisha girls (Japanese prostitutes), or have any pornography, as these are unclean objects that give demons of sexual immorality the legal right to attack your home. Buddhists may sell objects specifically designed to bring curses of destruction against Christians. 

Never touch with any part of your body an unclean dead animal, for whether you are aware of it or not, this will bring uncleanness and guilt upon you (Lev.5:2). Instead, pick it up with a shovel or some other tool, and dispose of it properly. This is especially true for animals that have been sacrificed to Satan. Always pray for protection first, then again after correctly disposing of such beasts, command any curses placed upon you as a result to be broken in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

(3) Giving Honour to Demon Gods

Most Christians know full well that it is a grave sin to worship idols and demon gods, since the second commandment specifically forbids this (Ex.20:4-6). However, they may never conceive of any danger in giving allegiance or honour to them. The Lord has other ideas about it though:

“And I will utter my judgments against them touching all their wickedness, who have forsaken me, and have burned incense unto other gods, and worshipped the works of their own hands”(Jer.1:16).

Burning incense that has been dedicated to false gods (demons), or beside a statue of Buddha or some other idol or dedicated object, will bring the curse of God upon you. Having an idol in your home, or bowing down to an idol, is an act of reverence or giving honour to the demon god it represents, but there are other ways of giving reverence that many would not suspect violates God’s second commandment. 

Taking off one’s shoes at a “holy” site is a common Middle Eastern custom giving honour to the deity worshipped there. At the Dome of the Rock in Jerusalem, Israel, for example, is a Moslem mosque dedicated to the demon god, Allah. Many Christians think that Allah is the Moslem equivalent of the Hebrew God of the Bible, but this is far from the truth. The original Kaaba, a small stone place of worship in the court of the great mosque at Mecca was full of many idols. Allah was merely one of many such idols worshipped then. Mohammed came to power, and he decided to worship Allah as the only one true god. After this he received the revelations, supposedly from this one true god, which were written into the Koran. The Word of God teaches that all idols are representations of demons (1 Cor.10:19). A second test revealing Allah to be a demon god is that he does not recognise the Lord Jesus Christ as the Creator God coming down in the flesh to redeem the human race through His blood (1 Jn.4:1-3; Jn.1:1-4,14; Rev.1:5). Jesus is merely seen by the Moslem faith as a prophet of far less value than Mohammed. If you have visited a mosque and removed your shoes as they require, you are guilty of giving honour to the demon god Allah. This is an abomination in God’s eyes, even as is burning incense to the false gods of India, which similarly brings a curse upon you.

Similarly, the wearing of lei flowers from the ti plant and having this plant grow at the entrance of homes, etc. in countries such as Hawaii, is actually an act of honour to the demon gods of the islands. The original form of worship used the leis around the necks of the idol gods to appease them, hoping to lessen their demands for human sacrifices. They also wore the leis around their necks as a symbol of honour and reverence to these so-called gods to maintain a relationship of submission to them, so that they would have “good luck” and protection from the gods, i.e. less demonic harassment. The demon gods of the Hawaiian Islands are so vicious and powerful that even to this day, with all its modern technology, no new buildings are constructed on the islands without first bringing a native shaman to the building site to seek the gods’ approval and blessing for the project. Babies are often rubbed all over with ti leaves shortly after birth as an act of dedication and guaranteed favour with the island gods.

As Christians, we must rise above political correctness to see cultural heritage for what it really is, in most cases, forms of demon worship and honour. When we become followers of the meek and lowly One, we give up all such heritage to follow the ways of the kingdom of heaven, as joint heirs with Christ. One of the reasons it is so difficult for many to let go of this earthly cultural heritage is because of the curses and demonic bondage that heritage has brought into their lives.

God’s Command to Destroy All Forms of Demon Worship

Why did God have His people destroy and burn the idols, sacred pillars, and other religious artefacts? In some cases, every man, woman, child, and even animal was to be slain. 

1. Firstly, because of the wickedness of the abominations practiced in honour to the demon gods they worshiped and obeyed (Deut.9:4,18:9-14). 

2. Secondly, these heathen nations were so infiltrated by demons that the entire culture was saturated with various types of demon worship. There are people who are beyond the reach of the Holy Spirit, having grieved the Holy Spirit away, due to deliberate association and worship of demons. They become demon-possessed, in the full sense of the term. Many people who are merely demonised (attacked/infiltrated) can be helped and freed through the power of God, so long as they totally co-operate with God in their freedom and fully renounce their allegiance with Satan, and give up the powers that come from him. However, those who hate God and His principles, and turn against Him, deliberately using the powers of darkness, and grieve the Holy Spirit continually, cannot be helped. This is mainly because they don’t want God in their lives, and God never forces Himself on anyone. 

3. Clearly, it was also to prevent God’s people from falling into the snare of giving honour to demons, which could lead the Israelites into eventually serving them (Deut.8:19,20).

Primitive Native Cultures & Demon Worship

Many people of native cultures, including our Aboriginal people, feel that the main thing giving them a sense of worth and distinction is their heritage and culture. Unfortunately, a very large part of this heritage and culture centres around communication with demons, and using them to survive. The sin of giving demons ground and using power coming from demons needs to be repented of for such people to be free of the resultant generational curses of such sins. They must be wary of the spiritual aspects of their culture, particularly objects that belong to the spirits, and spirit communication. Any occult involvement is a doorway of demonic power and possible demonic infestation in the life.

Teenage Fads  

It should surprise no Christian that many of today’s modern fads are centred in the occult, witchcraft and Satanism. Some examples include tattoos, weird hairstyles, and cutting into the flesh (Lev.19:28), occultic clothing, as used by pagans and those who follow heavy metal bands and other extremely rebellious music fads, and occultic jewellery, such as the wearing of pentagrams and other occultic symbols. There are a myriad of computer and parlour “games” that are totally based on the occult, as well as many of the popular movies, music, and books. The obvious current children’s’ fad is the renewal in popularity and practice of occultism and witchcraft found in the Harry Potter movies and other associated paraphernalia.

Christians, remember that the majority are always wrong. Anything genuinely centred around the Lord Jesus Christ and the righteous principles of heaven will never be popular with the world. God instructs us with His words of protective wisdom, “You shall not follow a crowd to do evil”(Ex.23:2), and “Beloved, do not imitate what is evil, but what is good”(3 Jn.1:11). The things of the world, and all its lusts, are passing away, and only those who do the will of God will have eternal life (1 Jn.2:15-17).

It is no coincidence that most people involved in the occult/New Age have a mark or tattoo of some sort. Those who are deeply involved in Satanism know that such virtually permanent marks are loved by demons. If you have made the mistake of getting a tattoo, this is a sin (Lev.19:28) that needs to be repented of. Cover it entirely with anointing oil. Then command any curse associated with it to be broken at once, and any demons associated with this sin to leave you and flee at once in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ. If the tattoos are occultic symbols or signs of allegiance to Satan, or embarrassingly lewd, it is wise to find a medical tattooist who uses sterile needles, and have the tattoo blocked with one solid colour. Then the original tattoo is no longer discernible. Another option is surgery. This is especially important if you have occultic symbols or designs specifically for use in the service of demons.

(4) Territorial Rights Violations

Another way that people can bring Satan’s curses upon themselves, and thus give demons the legal right to attack them, is through trespassing upon his legal property. It is spiritually dangerous to visit places belonging to Satan, such as Spiritualist churches and camps, places where New Age/witchcraft/satanism is practiced, psychic fairs, places displaying occultic artefacts, demon masks and idols, exhibits and certain museums. 

You may not be aware that the tombs of the pharaohs, for example, were protected by very powerful incantations by the Egyptian sorcerers. Anyone opening a tomb, going into it, or even viewing the articles in it immediately had a powerful curse of death and destruction placed in his/her life by the demons guarding the tomb, even to this day. You may not have heard that all of the people involved in the excavation of King Tut’s tomb were dead within less than the next two years.

Have you ever visited a psychic/clairvoyant, a witch, a hypnotist, New Age healer, seen or been involved with playing “games” such as the ouija board, Dungeons and Dragons, etc? Then you have violated forbidden territorial rights. God has specifically forbidden His people from going to such places and consulting those involved in the occult. A curse has come upon you and your descendants through these “abominations” (Deut.18:9-14). The only exceptions are when God specifically commands you to go for His purposes. If you have to go to such places, do so only after serious prayer and fasting. Ask God and His holy angels for protection, and the Holy Spirit to give you discernment and wisdom from heaven to protect you from deception. Command all curses placed on you as a result of going there to be immediately and permanently broken, in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ. Command any demons attached to these places to leave you in the name of the Lord Jesus. Do not underestimate the seriousness of such territorial violations.  

If you have ever visited such places, are you plagued with ill health or some other destructive force in your life? If so, take immediate action. First, repent and ask God to cover your sin with the blood of the Lord Jesus, your High Priest in the Most Holy part of the heavenly sanctuary. Then take authority over the curse, commanding it to be broken in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ. Then command every demon associated with this curse to leave you immediately and forever in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ.

Presumptuous Battles Against the Devil

Some Christians believe that they can engage in any battle they choose to be involved with against the devil, since they are “covered by the blood of the Lamb.”  This is a serious and potentially life-threatening misunderstanding of Scripture. 

It is a great mistake to over-estimate the power of Satan. His power is limited by God and His holy angels (see my study entitled “What Is the Extent of Satan’s Power?” for detailed information). We need not fear Satan and his demons. However, it is an equal mistake to under-estimate demonic power. It is not without reason that we are warned to be vigilant, to watch and pray that we may not enter into temptation, to put on the whole armour of God, to wrestle/fight and resist the powers of darkness.  The true Christian life is not merely a constant celebration of the goodness and grace of God, as important as this is. It is also a battle and a march, for the whole earth is the battleground for the universe-wide war between Christ and Satan, and human beings are the spoils of this war. Sadly, all too many of us become complacent and lukewarm, and thus easy prey, and casualties to the devil and his unrighteous cause. Most Christians today, at least in the Western countries, under-estimate the power of Satan, knowing virtually nothing of his tactics, methods of warfare, maliciousness and evil, or the extent of his kingdom and power. Neither do most know how to resist him in their own lives, break demonic curses, and to be useful to God in rebuking and casting demons out of the lives of those who so desperately need this help. 
At the opposite extreme of overestimating the power of Satan are some who think it is God’s will to go anywhere the devil and his people are, and to attack Satan’s power centres. For example, I think of a dear, sincere pastor who felt that he should walk right into a witch’s coven during their rituals and worship of the spirits and Satan. He felt sure that he had God’s protection, for he was wanting to witness to them of the power and grace of God. They seized him, tortured him for many hours, and literally almost skinned him alive, and were going to make him the next human sacrifice to their demon masters. Fortunately for him, though, someone tipped off the local police, who busted up their night’s proceedings, and took him to the hospital, and barely saved his life. I doubt whether he will try that one again! This was zealous of him, for sure, but also extremely foolhardy and presumptuous.

We are never to attack places that belong to the devil, unless specifically bidden to by God. Be very sure that the voice you hear is that of God if you feel impressed to do something like this. It is extremely dangerous, unless you are backed by God and His holy angels. If you are sure it is God’s will to go to such a place or speak with such a person/people, then fast and pray earnestly beforehand, claiming the promises of God for protection, asking God to surround you with His powerful holy angels. Keep in mind that the Lord Jesus did not attack the centres of demon worship in Israel, nor did He cast demons out of everyone who had them. For example, He never cast the demons out of Judas, a close companion. For more information about this subject, see my study entitled, “The Christian’s Authority Over the Powers of Darkness”. To become extreme and presumptuous in this area is highly dangerous.

Fighting the Battles of the Lord & The Reality of the Whole Armour of God

Many Christians understand the symbolic meanings of the various parts of the whole armour of God, as described in Eph.6. However, few realize that those involved in the higher levels of witchcraft and satanism can often see the supernatural realm physically. They can see demons and God’s holy angels. They can physically see the spiritual weapons and armour of God. I have personally met two people who have come out of Satan’s darkness into God’s marvellous light who have told me experiences of being able to see both the good and evil angels and the armour of God.

Here is a very interesting example from “Unbroken Curses” about the reality of the spiritual armour of God. Having been involved in the deliverance ministry for many years, and having freed many out of witchcraft and satanism, you can imagine the hatred with which she is regarded by the forces of darkness. Rebecca Brown was being harassed by four evil satanists at about 3 a.m. in a parking lot. They had every intention of sacrificing her to Satan that full moon. She tried to open her car door with the key to escape, but the lock was being blocked by demons. Rebuking them didn’t work. Fear instantly gripped her mind and body, as they came closer, sending the demons of fear before them. What would you do in such a situation? Fix in your mind very carefully what she did, in case something similar ever happens to you.

She commanded the men to stop, and commanded their demons to be bound in the name of the Lord Jesus. They laughed and jeered at her, coming closer still. Suddenly the Holy Spirit impressed her, “Don’t forget the armour.” By faith she believed that she had the whole armour of God on, and she asked the Lord that they might see the sword in her hand. She held her hand in front of the men, as if there were a sword in her hand. Immediately they stopped dead in their tracks in surprise, and shielded their eyes as if against a bright light. They hesitated at first. Then the leader said, “I bet you don’t know how to use that thing.” She answered, “I do not fight with my own power, but with the power of my Master, Jesus Christ. You and your demons are no match for Him!” She had learned early on in this ministry never to show fear or pain, and never to run away when directly attacked by demons or their human pawns. She kept walking towards them with the sword of the Spirit waving at them, and they suddenly ran off. She went back to her car, which opened with the key then, and she drove home (very quickly!). She herself never saw the sword, but they certainly did. 

The demons can screen what their human subjects see, which is why she asked the Lord to make them see the sword. Why didn’t God let Rebecca see the sword? Maybe because then faith wouldn’t have been necessary. It is crucial that we develop faith in God’s power over the powers of darkness, because we shall all be in many spiritual battles. 

As well as the sword, we also have the other elements of the armour of God. In direct battles with the forces of darkness, it can be helpful to pass your arm up and down in front of you, by faith holding the shield in your hand. It is almost as tall as you when you are standing. Then say something like, “I KNOW I have a shield right here in front of me, a shield of my faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. You cannot touch me, because I am born of God, and the wicked one touches me not (1 Jn.5:18). I am protected by Jesus Christ (Lk.10:19)”. If only Christians would understand the reality of the spirit world, and of God’s whole armour, there would be many more victories over Satan and his demons. As the time of trouble draws nearer, we shall see many more direct confrontations between God’s people in each of the churches and Satan’s people. We need not fear the enemy’s power, so long as we belong to the Lord Jesus Christ and only do His bidding.  

Sometimes it is not enough to pray and rebuke the powers of darkness, since this can be a purely defensive posture, when offensive warfare is needed instead. If you don’t fight in the offensive, then you may to some degree at times be submitting to Satan or his people. If you allow fear to take over, they can lay hands on you and harm you, and for example, put a curse-pin into your body. 

Use the armour of God physically whenever necessary, as the Holy Spirit directs you. The instant that demons of fear afflict you, rebuke them in the name of the Lord Jesus, and command them to flee. Refuse to accept their fear, because you belong to the Lord Jesus Christ, and because you are protected by the helmet of salvation. State firmly out aloud to the powers of darkness, and their human pawns, that you are united to Christ (Rom.6:5, NKJV), that you are bought by His blood (Eph.1:7), and belong to Him eternally. Lift up the blood of Jesus before them. Keep the cross ever before you and them, for the cross was where the Lord Jesus collectively overcame all the powers of darkness (Col.2:15; Heb.2:14; Phil.2:5-11) and redeemed you.

The breastplate of Christ’s righteousness protects your chest. It is only ever the righteousness of Christ and His victories by which we have authority to defend ourselves from the enemy, and to attack and take Satan’s strongholds. We have no righteousness of our own whatsoever. In fact, our supposed righteousness is likened by God to filthy rags (Isa.64:6). 

The belt of truth is like a girdle, being the only part of the armour that extends around to your back. A correct understanding/interpretation of God’s Word will save us from many a snare of the enemy. The shield of faith, faith in Christ’s power to overcome Satan, faith in God’s promises, faith in God that He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him (Heb.11:6), faith that no matter what the current circumstances, God will win in the end, and will give you the victory through Christ, faith that God can move mountains, and that nothing is impossible with Him (Lk.1:37; Matt.17:20)…. 

The sword is pure white light with a golden handle. It represents God’s truths and the promises in His Word, the Holy Bible. We overcome Satan best with, “It is written….” Never be shy to quote the Word of God with authority to Satan and his cohorts. This is how the Lord Jesus overcame Satan during His wilderness temptations, and it is the secret to our overcoming temptation and Satan’s onslaughts also. Never argue with Satan, but simply cut his lies to pieces with God’s Word.  Your feet are shod with the gospel of peace. You bring to all the love and peace of Christ, even to your enemies. Though you may not be able to see the armour of God with your physical eyes, through the Holy Spirit, demons can, and their human pawns can also have their eyes opened to see it too.

Curses From Satan & His Servants – When They Don’t Have a Legal Right

This is the third and last main area of curses which I will discuss in this study. Those who follow and worship Satan often deliberately oppose Christians. They need to perform various specific rituals or spells to get demons to carry out what they are trying to accomplish. They try to thus place curses upon us, even though they have no legal right to do so. Such curses can be broken quite simply, especially if we are aware of such rituals and defend ourselves from them instantly. 

Occultic Drawings

Occultic drawings are often dismissed as mere graffiti, and these are usually not suspected as a source of curses. There is a class of occultic drawings that place demons as guards or “watchers” where these drawings are placed, in order to maintain surveillance over that area. These watchers can be placed into objects, upon walls or other surfaces, and even into animals (although animals are rarely used by Satan, since they move around too much to be very useful). A drawing of a watcher is placed at a strategic spot, and then Satan’s human servants can later communicate with the demon at that spot to find out what went on during their absence. Such drawings of watchers can take many shapes, but they usually have two eyes (or at least one). When you see such drawings, you can be certain that you are in an area of definite and deliberate occultic and demonic activity.

See pages 97-101 in “Unbroken Curses” for photographs of such drawings.  As they say, a picture is worth a thousand words. I’ll try to describe a few of these drawings for you. You may have seen the anarchy symbol, which is a capital A in a circle. When the A extends outside the circle, it is the symbol used to mark a spot where blood sacrifices are performed.  A picture of a watcher may be placed nearby to allow the demon to tell his human pawns who came around there and what happened there. Such drawings may be placed at or near your home on a fence or wall, etc, to place a curse of destruction upon you or for the purpose of invisible demonic surveillance.

A Christian family was suffering under heavy demonic attack. The entire family had been suddenly engulfed by chaos and unexplained disasters for several days. There was terrible strife and fighting amongst various family members, and everyone was sick all at once. Several had already been involved in a number of strange accidents. The cause was not as inexplicable as it seemed. During Halloween night someone had painted the A symbol for a blood sacrifice on the front door. A powerful curse of destruction had been placed upon the house and the family.

How to Destroy the Power of Occultic Drawings

Take anointing oil, and smear it all over the drawing, anointing it in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ. Speaking out aloud, take authority over all the curses, breaking them in the name of the Lord Jesus. Then command all demons placed on/at the drawings, commanding them all to leave at once in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ. Then take a spray can (as close as possible to the surrounding colour) and cover the entire drawing. Another solution is to sandblast the area, if possible, or in some other way, such as using paint stripper, to actually remove the drawing. Unless these steps are taken, the demons have a legal right to stay due to the rituals performed. Always be alert to your surroundings, and take nothing for granted.

In the experience of the Christian family above, as well as destroying the symbol on the door, and praying to God for protection, and taking authority over the curses and demons, each room and the entire home was then anointed and cleansed, and each member of the family was also anointed, and the curses broken off each one individually. Peace reigned immediately after.

Another method used by satanists to harm Christians is to walk around your property, church, place of work, etc, placing curses upon it as they go. Similarly, the solution to destroying such curses is to walk around the area yourself, anointing the corners with anointing oil.  Pray at each corner for God to send all the demons away and to break their power, and verbally break all curses in Jesus’ name, and through your authority in Christ, command all associated demons to leave immediately in Jesus’ name. Command all curses sent in the direction of those living/working there to be broken. If they have left any objects, symbols, or animal sacrifices on your property, destroy these carefully. Do not touch with your hands any unclean animal that has been sacrificed to Satan. Instead, use a shovel or something else, and dispose of the dead animal by burning it.

Yet another method that is frequently used to harm people is to go to a shaman, witchdoctor, voodoo or Juju practitioner, etc, to have a spell placed upon someone. Or the person wanting to harm an individual may him/herself place the spell personally by performing a specific occultic ritual. As you can imagine, it can be hard to detect the source of the trouble that results. The Holy Spirit can alert you to the curse, and you may get hints at it by threats, voiced anger and hatred, and inexplicable changes in your life and prosperity. Such curses can be easily broken, as outlined above. 

Beware of an Unscriptural Practice

Some Christians will send back curses upon the sender, perhaps even multiplying its power. This is even done all in the name of Jesus. Did the meek and lowly Jesus ever do this? No, no! He said exactly the opposite: “But I say unto you which hear, love your enemies, do good to them which hate you, bless them that curse you, and pray for them which despitefully use you”(Lk.6:27,28). Sending back a curse is actually sending the demons that go with the curse against the person. Do you really want to send demons against someone? This is what is practiced in witchcraft and satanism! Is this loving or redemptive? No. Never send demons against anyone. Send a blessing!

Use of Personal Items in Rituals

Those in Satan’s service (usually the less powerful ones) sometimes require a personal object or possession of the one that is to be cursed. Articles like some hair, nail clippings, photographs, articles of clothing, etc, are used in these rituals as markers to identify the person to the demons.

What should you do about it if you discover that this has been done to you? Retrieve the object(s) if possible, but don’t worry if this cannot be done. Pray and ask the Lord to destroy all such stolen personal articles and render them ineffective for demonic use. In the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, command all the curses to be broken, and the demons associated with the curses to flee immediately and forever.

Animals Can Be Cursed

Curses can be sent against your pets to hurt or kill them. Take note if the whiskers are cut off on one side, as this will tell you that the animal has been cursed. What can you do for your pet? Anoint it, commanding any curses to be broken and the demons to flee forever in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ. Pray to God for complete healing physically and emotionally for your pet. God loves His creatures (Matt.10:29). 

Cursed Gifts

One of the easiest and most common methods used to get demons into the home of a Christian is to give a cursed gift with demons attached to it. This may include a wristband or piece of jewellery made by a witchdoctor or the like. Money also can be cursed and given as a gift, activating a curse of poverty, control, or destruction. More and more demons come each time the person accepts the monetary or other gifts, to bring him/her under the control of the giver.

If such a gift or money is offered, it is best to refuse it. If you were deceived into accepting it, it is best to destroy it or return it. 

Ridiculing Satan

Some believers develop an arrogant attitude towards Satan and his demons, calling them names and mocking them. This is not the way of Christ, and can bring upon the person unnecessary affliction. “Likewise also these [filthy] dreamers defile the flesh, despise dominion, and speak evil of dignities. Yet Michael the archangel [another name for the Lord Jesus Christ], when contending with the devil, He disputed about the body of Moses, durst not bring against him a railing accusation, but said, The Lord rebuke thee”(Jude 1:8,9).

We are wise to respect and understand the power of the enemy, and to never treat Satan or his demons lightly. Remember that without Christ you can do nothing. Without Christ, the demons can afflict and destroy you. If you revile the enemy against the clear counsel of God’s Word, God may allow you to be attacked and even overcome, to teach you this lesson. If this happens to you, confess your sin of reviling the enemies of Christ, and ask the Lord’s forgiveness. Then command any curse that has come upon you to be broken in the name of the Lord Jesus. Command any demons associated with the curse to flee and leave you at once, in the name of the Lord Jesus. Sometimes with these curses, fasting and earnest prayer is also required. As soon as the curse is broken, you will rapidly improve. 

Curses Through an Unruly Tongue

Curses can be sent by simply speaking a curse. Spoken curses can cause very serious demonic affliction and even death. One vivid example of this is found in the fate of the returned soldiers from Vietnam. Statistics reveal that more Vietnam veterans have committed suicide than all the soldiers killed in action. The Vietnam war was strange in that almost all of the veterans returned home with a strong inclination towards self-destruction. Christian veterans have stated that as every plane landed on the airstrips of Vietnam to bring more troops to the war, groups of Buddhist monks stood at the end of the runways performing incantations to place curses of destruction upon each arriving soldier. The gruesome statistics give testimony to the power of these unbroken curses. If you are a Vietnam veteran, go through the steps to break the curses of destruction from your life by those monks. Alert your veteran friends that they need to do the same. 

Curses can come unintentionally by the wrong use of your tongue. Words are very seriously treated in the spiritual realms, as they have powerful capabilities for good or evil. Look at how seriously God treats your words: 

“I say unto you, that every idle word that men shall speak, they shall give account thereof in the day of judgment. For by thy words thou shalt be justified, and by thy words thou shalt be condemned” (Matt.12:36,37).

“Whosoever hateth his brother is a murderer: and ye know that no murderer hath eternal life abiding in him”(1 Jn.3:15; see also Js.3:6-10).

Human hatred gives demons legal ground to afflict the person hated, bringing a curse upon the person. Such negativity as hatred is so serious in God’s eyes that He calls a person who hates a murderer. Bitterness, jealousy, envy, the desire for revenge, and other types of negativity are deadly to the soul and spirit, grieving away the Holy Spirit and God’s holy angels, and attracting demons. It opens us and those around us up to attack from demons, for we lose the protection of God’s angels. These powerful negative feelings/emotions bring defilement to your spiritual life (Heb.12:14,15) and to those around you, as much as tipping filth and germs into your drinking water pollutes it. The fruits of the Holy Spirit (Gal.5:22) cannot abide in a heart filled with negativity, and results in forfeiting an inheritance in the kingdom of God (Gal.5:19-21). It brings a curse not only upon the person hated, but the person hating also. It even affects the body, depressing the immune system, and eventually leading to a physical breakdown, if persisted in long enough. It can be the main causative factor in serious illnesses such as cancer.

How can such curses be broken? The first step is for the person being hated to forgive the person doing the hating (Matt.6:12-14). Next, heap “fiery coals” upon that person’s head (Prov.25:21,22; Heb.12:14,15), by acts of love, peace, and kindness in return for evil. Also command all curses brought by the hatred to be broken. Lastly, ask the Lord for special shielding from the hatred of others in the future. 

If you are the one consumed with such negativity, your first step is to repent for these sins. You must also forgive those who have harmed you, no matter what suffering and evil they brought upon you. The kingdom of God is all about forgiveness, grace (unmerited), and love, even for our enemies.

If someone says to you, “I wish you were dead!” immediately break the curse of death and destruction that the person no doubt unwittingly sent against you. Demons regard such a statement of hatred as legal ground and cause to afflict and to bring destruction to the person to whom it is said. Be very careful never to make negative and hurtful statements to anyone. You will one day have to stand before the Judgement Bar of Christ to give an account for every word you have spoken. Be quick to break any resultant curses if such things are said to you. Don’t accept such statements, but resist them as you would a demon.

Situational Curses

Be aware that when you travel overseas, stay in hotels, etc, curses can come upon you through demonically inspired, dedicated and cursed statues, idols, objects, paintings, pictures, music, and worship of demons being carried out in the place, etc. Rooms and entire places can be cursed. Look for representations of demon gods/spirits and ceremonies. Demons afflicting you in such situations can be difficult to rebuke and make leave, because of the legal rights they have there, and due to these cursed objects that you may not be able to remove. In some parts of the world, even looking at a cursed image/idol of certain demons can bring serious demonic attack.

If you are forced by the situation to stay in a place like this, first anoint each of the cursed objects (and anything else you suspect of belonging to the enemy). Take authority over all curses and command them to be broken, in the name of the Lord Jesus. Then command all demons associated with these curses to depart from you immediately and forever, in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ. Always look out for idolatry, which brings the presence of demons. Be alert, for the pagan religions practiced all around the world are demonically inspired and empowered. Although by simply being in their presence does not give them a legal right to curse and harass you, they may try to do so anyway. It is a very simple matter to break these curses/demonic attacks, especially if they are not based on any legal ground, but they need to be broken if you wish to be free of demonic interference.

Dealing With the Thief

“The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy: I am come that they might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly”(Jn.10:10). Who is the thief and the destroyer? Obviously Satan. We need not put up with Satan’s destruction and continual harassment in our lives. Has Satan stolen from you? Has he taken your prosperity, reputation, success, health, etc? Prov.6:30,31 teaches us that the thief, when he is found out, must restore sevenfold. Rise up, and command the thief to return to you sevenfold everything that he has stolen from you. The Lord did not steal it from you; Satan did, and it is your responsibility as a blood-bought heir of the kingdom of Christ (Eph.3:8-10) to take authority over the thief in the name of the Lord Jesus (Lk.10:19,20) to make him return what he stole sevenfold. 

We are in training here on earth to be future kings and priests of God in heaven and the new earth (Rev.1:5,6; 1 Pet.2:9). We are part of the body of Christ (1 Cor.12:27) and He has all authority in heaven and upon earth (Mk.28:18). As the head of the church, the Lord Jesus gives His body, the church, the authority in His name to rebuke, bind, and rule over Satan and his kingdom, and to even cast out demons from his subjects. Also, by the authority of Christ, we may force the thief to return to us all that he has stolen from us. If we do not rule over the thief, then we are being negligent in using our authority over the power of the enemy. If we do not rule over the thief, then we are not kings.

Conclusion

A lot of fascinating information has been covered in this study about curses. It is not information that I have learned from experience, for I am very much a learner in the area of curses, witchcraft, and satanism. It is from the experience and knowledge of Dr. Rebecca Brown and Daniel Yoder. I have personally learned a great deal from their book, and am most grateful to God for this material. I believe that this information is true to the Word of God, and to the realities of the Christian life. Curses, if they are from God, can be a blessing to us, and teach us where we have gone wrong. They can be a powerful stimulus to repentance and revival, spiritual growth, and unity with God. Curses from Satan, whether there is legal ground or not, can be broken, in the name and authority of the Lord Jesus Christ. Let us be aware of the sources of such curses, and be ready to avoid them. Let us break them in our own lives, and teach others how to break them in their lives too. We can be free in Christ, and live the abundant life that comes only in Him. May God bless you abundantly with all His fullness. 
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